
TEAMNH - 2017 EHSC RECAP 

By Chris Naimie (Team Leader) 

 

Things were a bit concerning on many fronts during the run up to the 2017 Eastern High School Championships.  To begin with, the 

conditions at Mountain Top Inn and Resort were a big question mark.  Second was the stream of text messages from an unknown 

phone number in NH asking me about NENSA’s back-up plans … which all ended up being from Nat Lucy.  Next was the fact that 23 

skiers (14 girls and 9 boys) who qualified to represent NH at Easterns, had decided to pursue other opportunities instead of joining 

Team NH for the weekend (While this is completely understandable, it certainly made for several challenges for the team leader).  

Finally, there was a bit of a breakdown of communication with VoMax, which resulted a delivery date after both the U16 and 

Easterns Weekends. 

Things started looking up as coaches and parents rallied to help new members of Team NH borrow Team NH Jackets for the U16 and 

Easterns weekends.  Then came some well-needed snow on March 14 … just three days before Easterns began. 

Travel to the venue on Friday went relatively smoothly, with the only hiccup being the unexpected word from the race director upon 

our arrival that the coach bus was overweight for the roads between Rt 4 and the venue.  He shared that he was reasonably 

confident that we would be OK for the weekend as he was on good terms with local law enforcement, so we crossed our fingers and 

hoped for the best. 

The 5KM Interval Start Freestyle Race on Friday was a 

challenging 2 lap course on fantastic conditions.  Both 

the Boys and Girls finished second (to VT), so we sat 

in second place after the first day. 

The 7.5KM Mass Start Classic Race on Saturday 

morning found both our boys and girls in second place 

again (to VT), further solidifying our position in the 

runner-up spot. 

The 1.0KM Freestyle Sprint was the only race in which 

our boys and girls finished below second place, with 

the girls finishing behind VT and MA and the boys 

finishing behind VT and ME.  However, the 

consistency of our boys and girls teams over all three 

races resulted in TeamNH being approximately 600 

points ahead of MA and ME in the overall standings. 

The highest places in the Mixed Medley Relay went to teams from other states, but TeamNH packed half of their scoring teams 

between 8th and 20th position.  The net effect was the greatest number of points scored in the relay by TeamNH since 2008. 



When the dust settled after the relay, TeamNH 

finished the weekend in second position … the best 

result since 2007, which was the last time TeamNH 

finished in the runner-up spot.  Additionally, we 

never had any issues with law enforcement 

regarding the weight of the coach bus! 

The team coaches, wax coaches, and parents did an 

incredible job of supporting the team for the 

weekend.  These jobs were made much more 

pleasant by the fact the inclement weather tents 

never needed to be erected and one of the things 

that was asked for most over the course of the 

weekend was sun screen! 

Overall the race weekend was very rewarding:  

incredibly polite and motivated athletes, supported 

by highly engaged coaches and parents, spending a 

weekend at an incredible venue, while participating 

in a well-organized weekend of events.  It just 

doesn’t get any better than that! 

In bringing this recap to a close, I would like to address a frequent theme of conversation among members of the New Hampshire 

Nordic Coaches Association: The challenge of balancing the efforts of the association to “advance the development of BKL, middle 

and high school skiers of all abilities, through education and support of competitive Nordic racing programs in the state” and to be 

involved in the “organization, management and financial support of those athletes selected to represent New Hampshire in regional 

Nordic competition”.  Sometimes these appear to be two separate goals and there can seem to be an undue emphasis on the 

performance of our teams at the NENSA sponsored weekends of racing at the end of the season (indeed, even this recap may be 

interpreted as being unduly focused on the performance of TeamNH).  If we consider the performance at NENSA events as the 

primary goal of the organization, we may be concerned at the number of skiers who declined to participate at Eastern’s in 2017 as a 

problem.  This would be a big mistake.  The 48 skiers we took to Eastern’s this year were thrilled to be there and represented NH 

admirably, both on and off snow.  As a result of the skiers who declined, an additional 23 skiers were able to extend their 

competitive season.  Every one of these 23 skiers took full advantage of that opportunity and was a pleasure to work with.  For many 

of them, their involvement on TeamNH will be a life-changing event.  While we, as an association, still have plenty of work to do 

toward the accomplishment of our stated mission; we are definitely on track.  Any doubt of this should be allayed by the photo and 

email that were sent to me by a U16 skier’s parent this spring.  He had not even left the parking lot of the pick-up location before he 

was proudly wearing his TeamNH jacket!  This is a very typical response for members of TeamNH … those jackets inspire kids and 

change their lives by making them lifelong members of the Nordic Skiing Community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo and email used with permission from Holly Gowdy) 


